

VOLKANITE — THE PRODUCT OF PRIMEVAL VOLCANIC FORCES, AND A 
VITAL FUEL FOR THE VAST ENERGY CONSUMING SPACECRAFT OF THE 
TERRAN FORMATION. VOLKANITE WAS FOUND ONLY ON PLANETS IN A 
PRIMITIVE STAGE OF EVOLUTION FAR OUT IN THE EERIE SILENCE OF 
UNCHARTED SPACE. THE MEN WHO COLIECTED THIS FUEL WERE HARD 
LIVING MEN WHO PLAYED FOR HIGH STAKES. THE STAKES WERE 
HIGHEST — LIFE ON THE NIGHTMARE PLANET. 









ÏM BEGINNING TO THINK THIS 
PlANET'S PlAYED OUT. SILVA.* 


( COUID BE! THE PICKINGS ARE 
GETTING SMALLER ALL THE TIME 


I HOLD IT! THERE'S A L 
JET ON RED ZERO FlVEI 


! GOT IT! ENERGY NET ACTIVATEO! 
GUN CREWS REAOY FOR BLASTING 
l THROUGH TO OUR PAY PACKET» T 
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BEFORE ANY OF THE RIVAl SHIPS COUID TURN. HAWK WAS THUNDERING ACROSS THE PIANE 


WE'VE ONLY GOT FIFTEEN SECONDS 
■ SO lET'S MAKE THIS A GOOD pÊ 

runh— —y'-y 


JUSTGET US THERE FIRST 
ANOWE'UDO THE REST! 


* All SHIPS STAY ClEAR. I 
I HAVE FIRST ClAIM HERE! 


YOU CAN ClAIM IT WHEN YOU'VE 
'TGOT IT. HAWKINS. AND YOU T 

y ?ar haven t got it yet* tïitV 









BETTER IUCK NEXT 
r TIME. BRAKKO. 7 


«NEXT TIME l’LL LI 
MAKEMY OWN LUCK! 


V 











COME ROUND FOR ANOTHER RUN. I THINK SHE'S 


GOING TO BLOW SOME MORE VOIKANITE 


THERE SHE BLOWS 
AND U'S A BIG ONE! 

















x< m//'i 


IT'S THAT FOOI. BRAKKO 
rHÉ'UMAKEUS CRASH! 


OUT OF THE WAY 


THIS ONE'S MINE 


I 









SUPERB REFLEXES AND BRUTE STRENGTH STEERED THE CRIPPLED STARSHIP TO SAFETY 

i - '• . ' v. .^ % *;; 


^LthE POWER UNITS ARE INTACT. 
C'MON, YOU TIN CRATE—GET UP THERE 


YOU MURDERING SLOB. BRAKKO. 
• YOU DID THAT DEUBERATEIY. 
YOU'VE KILLED TEN OF MY CREW! 


IT'S A TOUGH BUSINESS. HAWKINS. IF 
YOU DON*T LIKE THE HEAT—STAY OUT 
Ir OF THE FIRE! l^ZTTtf 


IT WAS AN ACCIDENT AND YOU 
m CAN'T PROVE OTHERWISE! 







V 


V 


_JTwE’D BETTER MAKE FOR ARCOS AND GET^SV 
REPAIRED. THE VOLKANITE WE'VE AlREADYGOït 
SHOULD JUST ABOUT PAY FOR IT.^^" 


Jï 




GETTING A REPLACEMENT CREW'S 
^ GOING TO BE THE HARD BIT. 
f 1 I "" '>M\'/ ( ' 'i y 




SSgj 




rï 


f /\ N \ 






-* 


V 


boe 




THEY BEGAN THE LONG WARP BACK TO THE FRONTIER PLANET, ARCOS. 


-• ^J|ri 










HBS 




k arf/i 










^ONE THIRD SPE ED ONIY. SILVA, WE'VE SUFFERED TOO MUCH 
^ïtöi'^^ 0AMAGE F0R MAXIMUM WARP. 
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GET VAC-SUITS! SIIVA AND 

nare goingspaceside!' 












ONCE OUTSIOE 


IOOKS IIKE PART ML 
'OF ANOID MINING SHIP 


NO SURVIVORS FROM THIS. IT'S BEEN 
WRECKED FOR A FEW YEARS 1*0 SAY. 


I'LI TAKE THE NAVIGATION LOG—THAT 
SHOUID TEIL US WHAT 
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THE NAVlOG WAS PUT IN A REPLAY MACHINE 


HE FOUNO THE RICHEST EVER SOURCE 
OF VOLKANITE THENOISAPPEARED - 
YEARS BACK. TAKING THE SECRET OF 
taWflET 1T WITH HIM. - 6 


HE HAD AN ACCIDENT DURING HYPERWARP. HIS 
CARGO OF VOLKANITE DESTABIUSED AND TOOK 
fcMOST OF THE SHIP WtTH IT IN ONE BIG BANG. ] 

















A DAY LATER THEY DROPPED DOWN TO ARCOS 
"5 *t/\ 


WE D BETTER KEEP THI5 SECRET TO OURSELVES. 
THERE ARE A MIllION GUYS ON ARCOS WHO’D 
7CT PEEL US TO OUR BONES FOR IT. T- 


' l'VE GOT A CRIPPLED SHIP. ARCOS 
CONTROL. REQUEST REPAIR FACILITY 


USE SERVO-DOCK 8 
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» WANT REUABLE MEN, SUGE. NONE Jfll 
OF THE SPACE SCUM THAT HAUNT THIS PLACE 











AT LAST ALL WAS READY AND HAWK WENT ON A 
TOUR OF INSPECTION. . tffl» 


SOMEONE'S BEEN GIVING THE 
PLACE A THOROUGH GOING 
- OVER. I BET THEY'VE BEEN - 
IOOKING FOR THE NAV LOG. 


SILVA! COME AND 
r LOOK AT THIS! 1 


THEN THEY KNOW ABQUT 
WK THE VOIKANITE! ^ 
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W IT'S BRAKKO! HE MUST HAVE ■ 
RETURNED TO SEll HIS PICKINGS 
WHIIE WE WERE UNDER REPAIR. 


/ HE'S DEFINITEIY TRAILING US. 1 
I WONDER WHO TIPPED HIM OFF? 


AS THEY WARPED OUT INTO SPACE 


WE'RE BEING 


FOLLOWED. CAPTAIN 


CANYOU SEE 
rWHOlT IS? 1 
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I THOUGHT SOMETHING UKE THIS 
MIGHT HAPPEN. SO I HAD A LITTIE 
► OEVICE FITTEO. FEEDTHECO- 
ORDINATES INTO THE WARP-JUMP 
CONTROLS AND GO WHEN I GIVE 
THE WORD. HUI 


HAWK PRESSED A BUTTON AND A SMALl MISSIIE DETACHED ITSELF FROM THE SHIP 
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SUDDENLY SPACE WAS FILIED WITH COPIES OF HAWK'S SHIP 


SIIVA HIT THE CONTROLS. THE SHIP SHUDDERED WITH UNLEASHED POWER AND THEN THEY 
WERE IN UNKNOWN SPACE — AND AIONE. .M'uWk 


Uifi.li i «• (uw>*Ak 


IT'S A MULTIPLE HOLOGRAM PROJECTOR 
W SENDING OUT 3D IMAGES OF US. ^2 


( WHILE THEY'RE CHASING Jg 
A PHANTOMS LET'S WARP & 
THROUGH TO KYCHEK'S PLANET 





WE DIDIT. SMACK ON THE 
r BUTTON. TKERE SHE IS! 1 


AU CREWS GET READY. THIS IS A NEW 
VOIKANITE PIANET AND WE'V£ GOT 
7 THE PICKING RIGHTS TO IT! WE'REJ 
-T GOING STRAIGHT IN. 











ONE RUN WAS ENOUGH TO Flll THE HOIO 


DID YOU SEE AU THAT VOLK? 


J THIS PIANET MUST L 
BE MADE OF THE STUFF! 






22 



LET'S HEAD FOR HOME .. 
' WE'RE RICH MEN, SllVA! 


YOU’RE DEAD WRONG. HAWKINS. , 
WE'RE THE RICH MEN — YOU'RE JUST 
^-W-GONNA BE DEAD ONES! T— 


NOWWE KNOWWHO 
' TIPPED OFF BRAKKO. J 







\\\\\ 


r ANYTHING ElSE YOU'D LIKE TO 
KNOW BEFORE I VAPOURISE YOU? 


ï I SUPPOSE BRAKKO SUPPUED THE I 
REPLACEMENT CREW AND PROMISED 
=7 YOU AU EQUAl SHARES IN THE 
^ v FiND? mtwmHiA J 


THEN THE ONLY THING 
7 I CAN DO IS THIS.7T 


C'MON, SILVA 










_LTRY AND SMASH 

THROUGH TO THE DOOR 


V 









OUT OF THÉ 
WAV. VERMIN! 


HE REAllY MEANS BUSINESS. 
r~7 THAT WAS CLOSE! T~ 


MAKE FOR THE 
ESCAPE CHUTES 


THE ESCAPE CHUTES LED DIRECTLY INTO THE SHIP'S UFEBOATS 


J.FASTASYOUCAN.THEYMIGHT u 
NOT NOTICE WE'VE GONE THIS WAY 






LET S PUT SOME DISTANCE BETWEEN 
US BEFORE THEY GET THAT GRAVITY 
n—7 SYSTEM OPERATIONAL.T7MI 


WE CAN REACH AN EARTH-TYPE 
—7 PLANET IN THIS SYSTEM. ^ 


THEY'll BE AFTER US AS SOON AS SUGE 
REAUSES THAT l'VE GOT THE NAVIGATION LOG 
. WITH ME. WITHOUT THAT THEY'LL NEVER FIND 


THEIR WAY OUT OF THIS SYSTEM AND HOME 
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THEY BlURRED THE STARS UNTIl AT LAST THEY SIGHTED THE EARTH-TYPE PIANET 


WM ACCOROING TO KYCHEK'S LOG IT'S IN 
g^PRIMORDIAL DEVELOPMENT STAGE AND 
lÉMV UNINHABITED.'WHBHHI 


WE'VE GOT JUST ENOUGH POWER LEFT FOR A 
"Z^FIRST-TIME LANDING ... SO MAKE IT A jTJ 

7 good One. i in mtmA 


THERE'S A GOOD 
'SPOT TOLAND.*! 
















'iv '//'nu>f ./Av «/ 


WHAT'SUP WITH YOU? 


LOOK AT THE SHIP 


THOSE TRUNKS MUST BE STUFFEO WITH ACID! 
THE SHIP’S BEEN MEtTED ALREADY! 













WHERETONOW? 


I DON'T KNOW WHAT'S OUT THERE IN THAT JUNGLE 
[BUT U'S GOT TO BE SAFER THAN WHAT'S UP THERE 

WKr" V=VÏ* sPACE.ra ; v,Ay 
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11 ONIY BRUSHED AGAINST M 
THIS TREE AND l'M STUCK SOIID 


MO! THIS B 

UC 

KET 

. A SHORT 
WE U HAV 

RAI 
E T 

MGI 

OG 

1NITOF THFM BE 
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THIS PIANET'S BEGINNING TO 
r TURN INTO A NIGHTMARE. 1 


WE’D BETTER TAKE IT EASY BEFORE IT TURNS INTO A 
1 ll»! I GRAVEYARO FOR USI T.WEUlJ r 


THEY CAN'T BE FAR AWAY 
» ril RADIO SLIGE. 













33 



M WE'Ll HAVE TO BACKTRACK. JdS 
THERE'S NO WAY THROUGH THIS LOT 


MJOO IATE.HAWK.l 
WE'VE BEEN SPOTTEO! 





YOU'VE GIVEN US A LOT OF 
TROUBIE HAWKINS! NOW, 
WHERE'S THAT NAV LOG? A 


_i I HID IT ON 

BOARD THE SHIP! 


HE S LYING. MAKE HIM 


EATHIS TEETH, CARLOZ 










THAT TREE ... IT ... IT 
EIECTROCUTEDHIM! 


I AND IOOK WHAT IT'S 
DONE TO-THE SCOOTER 











YOU WON'T BE MOVING IN THAT 


AGAIN ... OR TAIKING TO BRAKKO 


THEN WE'U HAVE TO WALK BACK! 
■T WHICH WAY, HAWKINS? IK 


I DON'T KNOW. 4IEFT THE COMPASS 
3f—T LOCATOR IN MY TUNIC! Y*~~^ 


Z&i I THINK WE'RE LOST. I DON'T Jfö 
REMEMBE# SEEING PLANTS LIKE THAT 


SHUTUPAND JU5T 
T KEEP MOVING.T 


> 







HE S BEING DRAGGED 
'BACK TOTHE PLANT, 1 














THEY PRESSED ON UNTIL DARKNESS BEGAN TO FALL 


WE'RE NOT GOING TO GET BACK 
' TO THE SHIP TONIGHT. CARLOZ. ’ 


U STOP HERE FOR THE NIGHT 
TIE THEM TO THOSE TREES. V 


SLEEP WEU. HAWKINS 


WAKE ME UP WHEN ITS MORNING 


f THIS GRASS IS REAL LUXURY. IT S l 
SOFTER THAN A GRAVITY MATTRESS! 


WITH NIGHT CAME A TOTAl 
SIIENCE, BROKEN ONLY BY THE 
EERIE NOISES OF PROWIING 
ANIMALS. ■II 
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VAMPIRE GRASS! IT MUST HAVE 
” ANAESTHETISED THEM FIRST. 7 






YOU COUID BE RIGHT 


JUPE! WHAT 15 IT? 


THERE'S SOMETHING COMING NOW! 



















BBBSBI 


THORB'S BIOOD! WHO’S THAT? 


YOUMEAN WHATISIT! 
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NEARLY IEFTTHAT TOO 
f LATE—SORRY, BOYS.1 





















mm 


AN OlD PROSPECTOR CLAMBERED OUT OF THE CRAFT 


—1THANKS FOR THE RESCUE. 1_ 

BUT WHERE DIO YOU COME FROM? 


THE PLACE WAS All MINE UNTIl MY 
rTHORBAT FRIEND HERE SAW YOU ^ 
ARRIVÉ. HE CAME AND TOLD ME. ) 


THORBAT? 


THORBAT IS MY " PET!" 8Y THE WAY . 
MY NAME'S GUNNAR. I'M ALL THAT'S 
LEFT OF KYCHEK JONES' BASE CAMP 


KYCHEK JONES HAS 
3" A BASE HERE? 













\W\tt 


YES. HE USED IT AS A STORAGE DEPOT. THEN HE 
FAILED TO COME BACK FOR US AND WE HAD NO 
*WAY OF LEAVINGTHE PLANET. SINCE THEN AU- 
[ THE OTHERS HAVE DIED. WE’ll HAVE TOGET 4 
MOVING. THORBAT SAYS THERE S A SWARM OF 
TUBEHEAD S COMING THIS WAY. AND l’M CLEAN 
mr? OUT OF FIREPOWER. NOW! 


IEY FOUND THEI^XIT BARRED BY A GREAT SWARM OF THE WORM CREATURES. ^ 

TO H AVE TO^jff^ rSsË ik^tfM 
THEM HQLP QN TlGHT») ,■ ' §&} ] 












GUNNAR THREW THE LAND MOBILE INTO TO P POWER AND CRUSHED INT Q T HE SWAR M 
SMASHING AND RIPPING A PATH TO SAFETY. 


HAWK EXPIAINED THEIR PLIGHT TO GUNNAR 


WITH YOUR HELP AND WEAPONS 
FROM YOUR DEPOT WE COUID GET 
MY SHIP BACK AND GET OUT OF . 
THIS NIGHTMARE. I L^ 


r l'MWITHYOU. BUTTHERE'SA W 
PROBLEM GETTING AT OUR 4 
WEAPONS AND STORES. I'LI EXPIAIN 
«■r WHEN WE GET THERE. TÏÏD5S 







AS THE VEHICIE CLIMBED 


SOME HOURS LATER 


THE DEPOT'S ON TOP OF THERE 


WE'RE IN BIG TROUBLE! 


THAT'S QUITE ACIIMB 


I NO PROBIEAA FOR THIS BABY. IT'S 1 
GOT VACUGRIP TREADS- THEY CAN 
XTT DRIVE UP VERTICAl ROCK* T- 
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U'S A CHAMEIEON SPIDRID! IT 
EATS ANYTHING THAT AAOVES 
- ITÏl CRACK THIS UKE ANUT 






—I YOU CAN'T KIUIT *£. 
Y/ITH THOSE PARAIYSERS 











J ClAW FOR THE ROCK! U'S l 
IETTING GO Of EVFRYTHING! 


HANG ON. HAWK! 














THE SPIDRID'S IET GO OF 
THE ROCK. U'S FAUING! 


^dTHE DEPOT S JUStU 
THROUGH THESE TREES 







ï DON'T KUL THEM! I'VE A FEW 1 
OUESTIONS TO ASK THEM FIRST! 


MEET SLIGE. GUNNAR 
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VERY WEU. I'U START SHOOTING BITS OFF , 
—TYOUR FRIEND UNTIl YOU TELl ME J- 


YOU SEWER SCUM 





NO! LET THEM GO ... tUl PAY FOR THEIR 
L_ ( FREEDOM. T- 


I ALMOST FORGOT ABOUT YOü. JÜST WHAT DO 


YOU INTEND BARGAINING WITH? 


VOLKANITE CONCENTRATE! 


COME, l’USHOW YOU 





GUNNAR LEO SllGE TO A LINE OF CONTAINERS 



KYCHEK JONES USED THIS DEPOT TO PROCESS 
► AND STORE VOIKANITE. THESE ARE ATOMIC - 
COMPRESSORS. EACH CYIINDER CONTAINS TEN 
TIMES ITS VOLUME IN VOIKANITE—AND THEY 
MAGNETICALLY ATTACH TO A SPACESHIP'S 
I ■ ' ,? JJ ÊT J HU LI. 1—■ rnsamr 


GET THOSE CONTAINERS LOADED AS 
ssasrr fast as you can.t-~ 
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| WHEN THE IQADING WAS COMPLETEP— 


AFTERKYCHEK JONES 
► DISAPPEARED.WE - 
FOUNDTHE GREATEST 
TREASURE OF AU—U'S 
. IN THE STOREHOUSE. . 


ARE YOUGOING 
'TO LET US GO? ’ 


THERE'S SOMETHING 
'"WELSE.SlIGE.TTfl 











THEY RUSHED INTO THE DARKENED BUILDING 


TMEY'RE EATING 
W ME AUVeiTC 
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AT GUNNAR'S CAll THE THORBAT SWOOPED AT THE ■ 
GUARDS, SIASHING AT THEIR FACE5 WITH ITS TALONS 


THORBAT! NOW! 















YOU KNOW AU THE SP ACE/TIME CO- 
ORDINATES? Bffl— 


THERE'S NO-ONE AlIVE COUID REMEMBER 
T AU THAT MATHEMATICAIGARBAGE! 7 1 


THEN HOW 00 
WE GET BACK? 


-JSÖWHERE ARE THE SI 
CO-ORDINATES, GUNNAR? 


THIS UTTIE CHAP 
W HAS THEMI'fi 


W NEVER! IT TAKES ABOUT A MIUION H 
INSTRUCTIONS TO GET US HOME. THAT 
PRIMITIVE ANIMAl COUIDN’T REMEMBER 


THAT MUCH! 







IT S BRAKKO! HE'S 


BEEN WAITING FOR US 


-IIOOKS LIKE WE'RE BACK IN TROUBIE. WE ÏL 
HAVEN'T ENOUGH CREW TO OUTRUN HIM AND 


WE DON'r HAVE ANY WEAPONS 


IT 5 NOT AN ANIMAl 
“7 U’S A ROBOT! 7“ 


ƒ NOTOUITE'.IT’S A CYBORG—PART ^ 
ANIMAl. PART ROBOT. KYCHEK JONES 
JT THOUGHT THIS'D BE THE SA FEST 

PLACE TO HIDE A COPY.jSgl| 


MINUTES LA TER THEY WERE ON THEIR 
WAY HOME .B 






WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO? 


I M GOING SPACESIDE. I'M GOING 
TO GIVE HIM WHAT HE WANTS AND 
S^IRELEASE THE VOIKANITE 
CONTAINERS.T\~ & 
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23 JUST KEEP OUT OF BRAKKO'S Ji 
REACH FOR AS LONG AS YOU CAN 


THREE CONTAINERS SHOULD BE ENOUGH. HE'll 
WASTE TIME PICKING THEM UP—I RECKON HE'S 
YTT TOO GREEOY TO LET THEM GET LOST. T-- 










NOT MUCH LATER 


MANY THANKS, HAWKINS. THEY LOOK 
* NICE IN MY CARGO HOLD. BUT IVE 
ROOM FOR SOME MORE. SO IF YOU'll 
JUST STOP, I'IL HELP MYSELF. -ÖSSÈ 


MY FRIEND GUNNAR SAYS YOU'VE GOT 
r MORE THAN ENOUGH VOLKANITE. *1 


PICK THEM UP—VVE'LL EASILY CATCH UP WITH 
-T THEM LATER. T- 1 - 


THEY'RE STUFFEDFULLOF 
SI VOLKANITE. W 















BRAKKO'S SHIP SUDDENLY SPLIT DOWN A HSS 
HUNDRED SEAMS. ENGINES CRACKED AND FUEt 
BANKS SPEWED THEIR POWER INTO SPACE-H* 


WHAT THE..?? 


YOUR LIFE SUPPORT SYSTEMS ARE INTACT 
... YOU'll SURVIVE. GOODBYE, BRAKKO. 


JUST WHAT DID YOU DO? 


r REMEMBER I TOlD YOU THOSE 
^ CONTAINERS WEREATOMIC ^ 
( COMPRESSORS? WEIU SET > 
THE COMPRESSOR FIELDS TO 
> SWITCH OFF. RESULT—THREE * 
CONTAINERS SUDDENLY BECAME 
f THE SIZE OF THIRTY IN A SHIP r 
\ THATCANONLYHOLDTEN! ) 
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l WE’ll SEND A FEDERATION POllCE 
PATROL TO PICK YOU UP—SOMETIME 


Printed ond Published in Greot Britoin by D. C. THOMSON & CO., LTD. 
185 Fleet Street, tondon EC4A 2HS. \ D. C. THOMSON & CO.. 1982 







DON’T MISS THIS MONJH’S 
OTHER ACTION-PACKED 

ADVENTURE 


SALE 




GUIDE TG THE GALAXY 

VENUS 


VENUS, next to the Moon is the brightest naturel object in Earth's sky and is similar in size to Earth 
with a diameter of 7700 miles Venera 1 flew past Earth's nearest planetary neighbour in early 1961, 
and since then bas been the subject of many US and Russian probes. This photo. from a distance of 
40,000 miles. was taken by the Pioneer Venus Orbiter in February 1979. 

















